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Teaching the Entrepreneurs of the Future   
 
On 18 November 2021, the Center for Entrepreneurship of NHL Stenden University of Applied 
Sciences, together with the partners of the Erasmus+ BeyondScale project, organised the 
international symposium ‘Teaching the Entrepreneurs of the Future’. After months of 
preparation, this Thursday morning the time had finally come. The event was organised in a 
hybrid manner, with speakers and organisers meeting 'live' as much as possible at the University 
of Applied Sciences' location in Leeuwarden, The Netherlands, and online participants from all 
over Europe. Over 50 participants from all over Europe attended the symposium, with over 40 
people attending online, and over 15 people being present at the location of the event in 
Leeuwarden.  
 
The organisation of the symposium was, wherever possible, in the hands of the students that 
are related to the Center for Entrepreneurship, which NHL Stenden started just over a year ago. 
In this way, the event became a unique learning experience for these future professionals in 
terms of organising international events. The location of the event was in a refurbished Dutch 
windmill, called ‘De Eendracht (‘unity’). All participants perfectly adhered to the corona 
measures, which allowed the event to run flawlessly. 
 

  
Venue: Refurbished Dutch Windmill ‘De Eendracht’ (‘Unity’).  
 
The seminar started with a warm welcome from Marc Otto, member of the Executive Board of 
NHL Stenden. His presence at the symposium emphasised the importance that the university 
attaches to the BeyondScale project, and to the theme of entrepreneurship. Dr. Peter Joore, 
Professor of Open Innovation, then took the floor. He emphasised the importance of 
entrepreneurship skills, particularly for students who are not naturally engaged in the subject. 
For example, all professionals in the creative sector are now also independent entrepreneurs. 
Next to speak was Mathias Olthaar, Professor of Green Economics & Process Optimization. He 
emphasised the importance of looking at economic growth in a new way.  
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After the plenary session, the visitors then separated into three sub-sessions to work on the first 
step in the design process of a future international entrepreneurial education network. The first 
session was led by Steve Stevens, founder of StudentStartups.eu, manager of DO!, and 
professional Skills & Strategy coach at the University of Ghent, Belgium. The second session was 
led by Kai Bruns, Entrepreneurship Education Designer & Startup Coach, working at the 
Hochschule Emden/Leer in Germany. The third session was led by Jaqueline Rietveld, Professor 
of Futureproof Entrepreneurship at NHL Stenden.  
 
After the visitors had enjoyed a well-deserved break, the second design round started. The first 
design session was led by Bart Derre, Entrepreneurial Organization Architect and Director of the 
Center for Entrepreneurship at HOGENT, Ghent, Belgium. The second session was led by 
Magnus Klofsten, Professor of Innovation & Entrepreneurship, founding director of the Center 
for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Linköping University, Sweden. The third session was led by 
Mathias Olthaar, who also presented during the opening session.  
 
After a range of very interesting and inspiring working sessions, all visitors and speakers then 
came together for the concluding plenary session, where both speakers and visitors could share 
the insights they had gained, and together visualise the first outlines of the possible design of 
the future entrepreneurial education network. At the end of the symposium, all attendees were 
in complete agreement that this symposium had been a unique and valuable experience. They 
also indicated that they are very positive about working together towards the successful 
realization of a future European entrepreneurial education network. All in all, the visitors could 
look back on a very successful event, which could only have come about because of the 
existence of the Beyondscale project, and the indispensable support of the European Erasmus+ 
programme.  
 

 
Figure: Execution of the seminar  
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Figure: Speakers of the seminar  
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Figure: Invitation and content of the seminar  
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Figure: Programme of the seminar   
 

 
Figure: Value proposition and Client Profile from a Student Perspective.  
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Figure: Value proposition and Client Profile from a Teacher Perspective.  
 
 

 
Figure: Value proposition and Client Profile from a External Stakeholder Perspective.  
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Figure: Preliminary design of the Entrepreneurial Educational Network  
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Organizational Team 
 
The moderation of the symposium, including the overall organization, was done by Hans Schülski, Program 
Manager Entrepreneurship of NHL Stenden University of Applied Sciences. During this process, he was 
accompanied and supported in an excellent manner by the project manager and students linked to the  
Center for Entrepreneurship of NHL Stenden University of Applied Sciences:  
 
- Rasheed Sewnandan 
- Laura Dijk 
- Cheyenne Ververda 
- Twan Korststra 
- Renate Vlietstra 
- Bauke Foppele 
- Ellen Trap 
 
With the indispensible support of the lecturers connected to several entrepreneurial activities and education 
within NHL Stenden University of Applied Sciences:  
 
- Marten Jan Feenstra 
- Mark Pomper 
- Dirk Dijk 
- Ellen de Bruin 
- Jaap Ikink 
- Hidde Bruinsma 
- Esther Kroon 
- Harro Prins  

 
 


