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What is HEInnovate?
•
•
•

•

Online self‐reflection tool to explore the
entrepreneurial and innovative potential
of HEIs
A joint initiative of the European
Commission and the OECD
Purpose: helping HEIs assess their
current situation and identify potential
areas for action, by exploring:
– The concept of entrepreneurial and
innovative HEIs
– The characteristics of an
entrepreneurial HEI across 8 areas
It is to be used by all types of HEIs

Available online, free of charge: www.heinnovate.eu

Overview of HEInnovate – still growing
• Number of SAs completed: around 27.6k

Official launch of HEInnovate
18th November 2013

• Number of HEIs with SA completion: over 1,500 from 80+ countries
• Number of users: 27.9k registered users
• Number of groups on the site: over 2,200

• Over 100 different supporting materials, reports, case studies and videos
available
• More than 50 workshops and training events

Website visits
from all over the world

HEInnovate – changes over the last two years
• Launched a webinar series in 2020 that tackled a broad range of topics from the
response of HEIs to Covid though student innovation and sustainable innovation
in HE to internationalisation in innovative universities
• More recent webinars include entrepreneurship in innovation in the creative
arts sector, a webinar where we brought together the forward looking
cooperation projects, including BeyondScale, a “special” on the Conference of
Europe and how HEIs can contribute to shaping the future of Europe, and most
recently a webinar to help support the next phase of thinking for HEInnovate
• Supporting the HEI capacity building initiative of the EIT
• Carried out online train the trainer events tailored to different target audiences
• Revamp of the website – based on user feedback – increased functionality

HEInnovate – responding to needs
• Updated the statements in the Digital
Transformation and Capability dimension

Rethinking how HEInnovate can support
institutional change
•
•
•

Feedback received from the expert group and users more broadly about
next steps and need for additional support
Input from a set of projects working on HEInnovate‐related themes e.g.
FLCPs
The changing policy context and drivers to increase the support for
institutional capacity building and development:
– The development of the Higher Education Transformation Agenda – identifying
the vision, key priorities and potential support actions for the HE sector
– The role of HEIs in the knowledge ecosystems – further emphasis on the
engagement with external stakeholders
– The European University Alliances – the need to align strategic planning and
activities of multiple HEIs

•

There are other highly relevant initiatives that provide support for HEIs – we
are looking at how to enhance those synergies

Future outlook
Maintain:

Enhance:

At the core of HEInnovate is the self‐
assessment with the dimensions and
statements ‐ the relevance of the existing
dimensions needs to be maintained

Synergies with other relevant initiatives –
EPIC and EntreTime, the UB Forum, Higher
Education and Smart Specialisation (HESS)
project, JRC and Knowledge Alliances

The expert group as a sounding board for
the developments

The use of materials, especially case
studies – help with action planning

A broad range of supporting materials,
case studies, reports, user stories and
guidance notes

Community building – communication
incl. monthly newsletter highlighting
upcoming events, summaries of the
webinars, selected KA projects

The online offer of the training sessions
and webinars (monthly)

Investigate the need for new dimension(s)

Thank you!

